Senator Farr Reports, 1964-07-21 by Farr, Fred S.
0:00 - Man: Your state Senator Fred Farr reports to Monterey County. This, the sixth in a weekly 
Tuesday noon hour broadcast series, brought to you by Fred Farr, your state Senator for 
Monterey County. Senator Farr will be glad to receive your comments and answer your 
questions addressed to Senator Fred Farr,  
0:30 - Box 3305, Carmel, or phone, Mayfair 46030. Now, here is Senator Farr. 
Senator: We frequently hear about legislative financial aid in Sacramento for the mentally 
retarded child, for the physically handicapped child, for the emotionally unstable child, but what 
about the bright, accelerated, gifted child? The state legislature in 1963 provided legislation that 
gives to each  
1:00 – school district $40 per year per participating pupil to help with the gifted children. And 
we have a provision that ensures local control and diversity because the standards set up by the 
legislature are very broad. The participating students must be within the upper two percent of the 
intellectual capacity, and the school district must provide certain programs, seminars, and classes 
under the broad outline laid down by the state. 
1:30 – Here in our own Monterey County, the Monterey Public School Department, for example, 
under its Special Services Division, which is operated under Lloyd Swanson, the director, has an 
excellent and well-advanced seminar for gifted children. During this summer it’s held at the 
Roger Fitch Junior High School at Fort Ord under the two very capable teachers, Mrs. Diane 
Seay and Admiral Chappel. The purpose of the program has been 
2:00 – defined by Lloyd Swanson in the following manner: the seminar classes are designed to 
supplement, rather than supplant, the regular classroom curriculum. The plan is to provide a 
different kind of learning experience from the regular classroom, and if these students have the 
ability, and are ready for a higher level of mental activity. It is not the purpose of the seminar to 
simply accelerate the regular classroom learning, but rather, to provide the students with 
opportunities to think and learn in 
2:30 – dimensions not usually or easily carried out in the regular classroom. The students in the 
program, which you will soon hear from on this radio, are all in the level of 130 IQ or above. 
During the regular school semester they attend special two-hour seminars twice a week. 
Seminars are based on central themes such as the educated man or man and his world. During the 
summer these children attend  
3:00 – seminars held at the Roger Fitch Junior High School five days a week for a period of six 
weeks, and they make frequent trips visiting various facilities in the community. They also hear 
from outstanding architects, artists, writers, anthropologists and other scientists. Recently I had 
the opportunity to attend the seminar at Fitch Junior High School and to discuss state 
government with the seventh- and eighth-graders, and it was a very thrilling experience to hear 
their questions and their  
3:30 – interests in government. Afterward I talked with the teachers and students about the 
program, and what follows is a recording of those comments. I think they will give you an 
insight into the important learning process being experienced by these inquisitive and articulate 
young people. 
Senator: I’m out at the Robert Fitch School at Fort Ord at the Summer seminar, the Summer 
seminar is being held here five days a  
4:00 – week for children in the eighth grade, and Mr. Lloyd Swanson is the director of special 
services for the Monterey School Department. Tell you something about how this program got 
started and just exactly what’s going on here.  
Lloyd Swanson: Very interested in attempting to provide something for our students who have 
exceptional learning ability. So two years ago we began a program at elementary level with the 
fifth grade, and now we have one for sixth 
4:30 – graders and seventh and eighth grade, now what we’re trying to do is not to take over 
what’s going on in the regular class but to supplement what the students are getting in their 
regular classes, and these several seminars are not subject, we usually don’t go into the regular 
subjects of math and history and so on, but rather to take a large topical areas, for instance uh, 
the elementary seminars study how does man know? And this is 
5:00 – subjects the whole seminar during the entire year, and at the junior high seminar, the 
summer seminars, its man and his world and the many manifestations of how man gets along, 
how he developed in his world. 
Senator: You have, we have here two of the teachers that are working for these children, Mrs. 
Seay, you have one class, and Admiral Chappel, you have the other class, you were nice enough 
to invite me into your class a few weeks ago and I think that  
5:30 – we’d all be interested in knowing just what your students are doing. 
Diane Seay: Well these students that I have are the seventh grade ones and they begin with the 
“man and his world” phase, and, which they attempt to cover all sorts of fields of man’s 
knowledge and quest for knowledge starting with the beginnings of the universe and some other 
theories and proceeding on through and when you spoke to us it was concerned with his political 
institutions, and we are now involved in the man’s creative spirit and at this moment an architect  
6:00 - is speaking to them about his philosophy, perhaps.  
Senator: Well how wonderful, when I get through they’ll know a lot about man and how the 
world works, is that the idea? 
Seay: We hope so 
Senator: Admiral?  
Admiral Chappel: Well the, my students, the eighth graders have by and large had their first 
years with Mrs. Seay just described, so this year we are looking more in-depth at man and the 
sources of his institution. We’ve gone back, 
6:30 – took another quick look at the universe, probably a little bit deeper than we did last year 
and how it was formed with various theories. Then we got concerned with primitive man, 
primitive man’s life, how he lived, how he organized his society, and tried to find in primitive 
man’s life and way of living the source, as you might say, of our institutions today. We, I was 
just talking to Senator Farr, we discussed the other day  
7:00 – how the old men in the primitive tribes were the great gossipers, and anthropologists 
made it very clear to us that they were the gossipers, not the women, the women were too busy, 
the old men were doing the gossiping. And then the young men went to the old men for advice, 
that’s why their knowledge was stored up, and just possibly that was the beginning of say, the 
senate of California, amongst other things. 
Senator: Well then we still do a lot of gossiping up there. I’d like to talk to some of the students, 
I understand you have four special  
7:30 – projects that you’re interested in, what’s your name? 
Joey Vow: Joey Vow 
Senator: What is it? 
Vow: Joey Vow. 
Senator: And Joey, how old are you? 
Vow: Fifteen. 
Senator: Fifteen, and where do you go to school? 
Vow: Walter Colton. 
Senator: Walter Colton, and are you working on a special project this summer? 
Vow: No. 
Senator: How about some of the trips you’ve taken, where have you gone? 
Vow: We’ve gone to the courthouse, and we’ve gone to Colton Hall, and uh, and I can’t think of 
anything else.  
Senator: You’ve gone on quite a few trips? 
Vow: Yes. 
Senator: And what’s 
8:00 – your name? 
Gary Miyamoto: Gary Miyamoto. 
Senator: And Gary, do you have a lot of people come out and talk to you, a lot of speakers? 
Miyamoto: Yes, quite a few. 
Senator: What different subjects do they cover? 
Miyamoto: They’ve covered anthropology and a little bit of archaeology, but mostly 
anthropology and the origin of Earth.  
Senator: What did you learn about the ancient man and his tribal customs? 
Miyamoto: Well first he had his tribal family group, and then a bunch of family groups got 
together and interrelated and they formed 
8:30 – their clan and then the clan, number of clans, you had your tribe, and the family group 
was the first group in the …of course, I mean they uh child was helpless until you know the uh, 
for some time so the family would take care of it, teach it, and then they, they’d sort of stemmed 
into a larger group where there’s a larger teaching group and it’s sort of a, like the Aborigines of 
today 
9:00 – assigned a sort of an uncle to each boy to have him taught. 
Senator: That’s wonderful. What’s your name? 
Stephen Thompson: Stephen Thompson.  
Senator: And how old are you Stephen? 
Thompson: Thirteen. 
Senator: Thirteen, and where do you go to school? 
Thompson: Fitch. 
Senator: Fitch. You were asking a lot of problems about government today, what’s your name? 
Tim Ponder: Tim Ponder. 
Senator: Tim Ponder, and how old are you? 
Ponder: Fourteen. 
Senator: Fourteen, and where do you go to school? 
Ponder: Walter Colton. 
Senator: Walter Colton. What do you feel you’ve gotten out of this seminar this summer? 
Ponder: Well I, see, I’ve gained a new, a new interest in,  
9:30 – in anthropology and I hadn’t had much of it before and it’s extremely interesting and it’s 
not what I anticipated it to be, boring and listening to a bunch of dull lectures. 
Senator: You got plans for the future, what you want to do? 
Ponder: I, I was planning to look, look in to physics, and some other scientific things that, not, 
not natural because, kinda bores me, all the scientific and Latin names. 
Senator: But you do find anthropology to be very interesting? 
Ponder: Extremely interesting.  
10:00 – What’s your name? 
Mary Jackman: Mary Jackman 
Senator: Mary, what do you feel you’ve gotten out of the seminar this summer? 
Jackman: Well, naturally I didn’t know as much about anthropology, but mostly I’m interested in 
man’s beginnings, I didn’t know about all these kinds of man, like anthropo man and all those 
types of men and this, this, I think it was an anthropologist came in, it was a lady anthropologist, 
and she talked a lot about man’s beginnings and everything, and I enjoyed listening to her and I 
gotta lot of her, 
10:30 – of, out of her speech. I liked that a lot. 
Senator: Where do you go to school? 
Jackman: Roger S. Fitch 
Senator: You go to Roger Fitch, and what are your plans after, the future, do you have some 
definite plans? 
Jackman: Well, I like physics but I really don’t know what I’m gonna be or anything. 
Senator: Not yet. And what’s your name? 
Aileen Alvasada: Aileen Alvasada. 
Senator: Aileen Alvasada, and what, Aileen, where do you go to school? 
Alvasada: Walter Colton. 
Senator: Walter Colton, and what have you found to be of particular interest in this class this 
summer? 
11:00 - Alvasada:  Um, well, the lectures have been really good and one person that I liked in 
particular was Sergeant Brown, and he talked about primitive teenagers 
Senator: Primitive teenagers! Were primitive teenagers much like the present teenagers?  
Alvasada: No. 
Senator: Well why not?  
Alvasada: Well they had different customs and everything. 
Senator: What, tell us some of the things primitive teenagers did. 
Alvasada: Um. 
11:30 – Senator: They didn’t care for The Beatles, did they?  
Alvasada: No. 
[Class laughs in background] 
Senator: Did they like rock n’ roll? 
Alvasada: They didn’t have it. 
Senator: What did they, what did they like to do? 
Alvasada: Um, um well they had different um, ways of growing up, they had, they had to um 
prove themselves in different ways and they had certain ages when they were to become um, 
men and women. 
Senator: Well thank you.  
12:00 – Are there some projects that I understand, some four projects that you’re going to work 
on this summer or four special questions that you’re looking into?  
[Response in background inaudible] 
Senator: Your study groups? 
John Brock: Our study groups, yes, we’ve been, we’ve divided into four groups. 
Senator: By the way, what’s your, your name is? 
Brock: Mine’s John Brock. 
Senator: John, where do you go to school? 
Brock: Walter Colton. 
Senator: Walter Colton. 
Brock: We’ve divided into four study groups, and about once a week we uh, and Admiral 
Chappel gives us time  
12:30 - to decide on a topic, and then we spend a period in the library researching and then we 
spend the next day. 
Senator: Can you give us some examples of the type of topics that you work on? 
Brock: Well, my group, tomorrow we have a debate on capital punishment, and we’ve also had, 
we had a discussion on the hoax of the Piltdown man and the Folsom point, and used the— 
Senator: How are these debates, pretty good? 
Brock: We haven’t had a debate yet, really. 
Senator: Who’s gonna be 
13:00 – debating tomorrow? 
Brock: Well I don’t… 
Senator: What side of this capital punishment issue are you on? 
Becky Shave: Well I’m on the affirmative side. 
Senator: Affirmative side of it should be retained or abolished? 
Shave: Should be retained.  
Senator: Should be retained, what’s your name?  
Shaw: Becky Shave. 
Senator: And Becky where do you go to school? 
Shave: Walter Colton. 
Senator: Walter Colton. Well thank you and thank all the members of the seventh- and eighth-
grade for participating in this program. We can understand that we have some very bright and 
curious young minds here and it is 
13:30 – my hope as the chairman of the Senate Natural Resources Committee, working with 
Mrs. Diane Seay and with Lloyd Swanson and Admiral Chappel that a trip can be planned to the 
Big Sur to look at some of our fine natural resources of Monterey County, and to take along that 
on this trip some of the outstanding conservationists of our community so they can discuss 
natural resources with the students and help to stimulate their  
14:00 – appreciation for the preservation and conservation of the natural resources of California. 
This is Fred Farr, your state senator, and weekly radio report. Your comments, your criticisms, 
your suggestions for subjects you would like discussed on this radio program would be 
appreciated, if you would write to me, Fred Farr, Box 3305 Carmel, Box 3305 Carmel or phone 
my office, Mayfair  
14:30 - 46030, would be appreciated. Again, thank you. 
14:36-14:46 – [Silence] 
